
 

 

 

QUESTIONS & 
ANSWERS 

 

Updated 7/13/2020 
 
PLEASE NOTE: The state of Arkansas remains under the Arkansas Public Health Emergency for 
COVID-19, and circumstances can change quickly. This document will update as new information 
becomes available.  
 

GENERAL BACK TO SCHOOL INFORMATION 

1. What is the first day of school for students?  
2. What are the arrival and dismissal times for the coming year? 
3. If our family travels in August, will my child be able to return to school immediately or must 

he/she quarantine for 14 days? 

4. Will all open houses be called off?  
 

OPTIONS FOR LEARNING IN 2020-2021 
1. How will you fill any gaps in learning for my child from the previous school year? 
2. How will teachers assess student skills? 
3. What are my child’s options for learning in 2020-2021?  
4. May my child opt-in for only one semester? 
5. Is Virtual Learning the same as Alternate Methods of Instruction (AMI)? 
6. What instruction/assistance will the district offer parents who opt for virtual learning? 
7. Will paper packets still be available for virtual learners?  
8. Is there a cost associated with virtual learning? 
9. Is it possible to switch from Traditional/Blended Learning to Virtual Learning if we realize 

there is just too much stress?  
10. If Covid is under control and we want to return to traditional learning after winter break, will they be 

able to attend their home campus?  
11. What about technology needs? 
12. What about Wi-Fi access for online learning? 
13. Will grading remain the same? 
14. Is my child’s spot guaranteed in his/her assigned school if we opt for virtual learning and 

switch at semester?  
15. When we choose an option for learning on the parent survey by July 19th, but change our 

minds by early August, can we make a different decision in August?  
16. When we choose an option for learning on the parent survey by July 19th, but a medical 

emergency occurs, are we allowed to change to Virtual, or vice-versa?  
17. If Covid-19 positive cases increase greatly and schools close, will parents have the option to 

keep kids at home to attend online class?  
18. What are the differences between Virtual School (Learning) and Fayetteville Virtual 



 

 

Academy?  

19. Is the virtual option essentially having your child attend Fayetteville Virtual Academy?  

20.How will standardized testing be handled with virtual education?  
21. We have an out of district transfer from Farmington. If we were to choose the virtual option 

for the fall of 2020, does that jeopardize that agreement as long as we continue to live at 

the same address, which is usually the case?  
22. What about electives that may not be offered currently by FVA?  How can I take the 

elective classes that I signed up for?  
23. Will all classes at FHS  be offered as part of the virtual learning? My daughter will be a junior 

and just wants to know that everything she has worked with her counselors previously to 

take this year will be available virtually.  
24.For older students, how will electives work? For example, band or film. If students choose 

virtual, can they keep those classes? How would they be taught?  

25. For the high school, what about classes that have classes that have labs?  

26. For Jr. High School, how does virtual learning affect electives such as track and choir?  
27. Will the virtual and in-person curriculums and assessments (homework, exams, finals) be 

equivalent? At all school levels (middle, jr high, high)? For example, will a virtual Algebra 2 
student be completing an identical curriculum at the same pace as an in-person/blended 

Algebra 2 student?  
 

STUDENT SUPPORT 
1. How will the district accommodate students with special needs?  Students with weakened 

immune systems? 
2. How will the district support English learners? 
3. How will the Social Emotional Learning (SEL) needs of our students be addressed? 
4. How will the district serve students who have special needs (Special Education, 504, 

Dyslexia, etc)? 
5. How is the district planning to work with ALL students on social emotional issues that may be facing 

students due to lack of socialization and school closing?  

6. Will the Barton Reading intervention program be delivered to virtual students?  
7. My child was receiving reading intervention through the Take Flight program. If we choose 

the virtual route would she still be able to get this intervention?  

Gifted & Talented Services 
8. Our child is Gifted and Talented. Will GT instruction be included in the virtual instruction 

option?  
9. Will there be any GT options for those students who are currently in GT? What about for 

students who are not currently in GT? If there is no GT, will my child be placed back in GT 

when they return to traditional learning?  
10. My child was supposed to be tested for GT in Spring 2020, and I was informed that will now 

occur in fall 2020. If we choose the virtual option, will he/she still be given the opportunity 

for GT placement?  
 



 

 

FACE COVERINGS AND SAFETY 
1. Will all Fayetteville Public Schools students wear a face-covering or mask each day to 

school? 
2. Will all Fayetteville Public Schools teachers and staff members wear a face-covering or 

mask each day to school? 
3. Do parents/guardians supply masks for students or will the district supply one? 
4. Will students and adults be screened daily for COVID-19? 
5. If a student arrives at school sick, what happens? 
6. How will handwashing be implemented for students? 
7. What about cleaning and sanitizing?  How will FPS provide a safe, sanitized environment? 
8. Will Fayetteville Public School facilities be available for rent or use during the Arkansas 

Public Health Emergency for COVID-19? 
9. Will there be COVID-19 testing requirements for students and staff prior to the beginning of 

school? Will there be COVID-19 testing throughout the school year?  
10. Will the Covid-19 blood tests, nasal test, or mouth swab tests be offered in each 

building/district for students and staff needing quick and timely results?  

11. Will my child with severe autism be expected to wear a mask in school?  
12. What is the plan for those who do not wish to wear masks, have sensory difficulties/special 

needs? How will he/she be treated when he does not respond to a staff member because he 

is afraid to talk in the mask?  
13. Will there be breaks for my special needs child who is afraid of the mask and gets high 

anxiety but I cannot keep home due to work?  
14. Are the teachers (or any visitors) required to wear masks when close to students? Are the 

students required to wear masks? Will kindergarten students be able to wear masks all 

day?  
15. If a student is exposed to COVID at school due to the student taking their mask on and off 

during the day, is the teacher responsible for this? Would families be allowed to sue?  
16. Who is ensuring students have access to a clean mask each day? There are families that 

can not afford masks or can not wash masks every day.  

17. Will teachers be given sufficient cleaning supplies in order to keep classrooms safe?  
18. How frequently will the desks be cleaned if the students are rotating through several 

classes in one day?  

19.  Are drinking fountains in schools safe?  

Hand Sanitizer & PPE 
20.Will hand sanitizer be available for students to use during the day?  

21. Will PPE (masks, hand sanitizer, Lysol wipes) be provided for classrooms?  
22. Will students sit shoulder to shoulder, as in previous years, in the cafeteria after removing 

their masks?  
23. Will procedures be in place to help our young kids with taking off their masks, keeping 

track of the masks while they eat, not getting food on the masks, and then putting them 

back on after lunch?  
 



 

 

 

Cafeteria/Lunch, Social Distancing & Class Size 
24.How are you taking precautions at lunchtime? One hundred kids in a small cafeteria with 

no masks eating and talking sounds like a spreader event.  
25. Will classes be self-contained during lunch, recess, etc in order to limit exposure between 

groups?  
26. Have you considered having the options of breakfast or lunch outside the school? Will 

parents be allowed to pick students up for lunch and then drop them off when the 

afternoon classes start?  

27. How will students with food allergies be kept safe if eating in the classroom?  
28.How will encore classes work for elementary kids? Will they still go to the gym, art room, 

music room, library? Will PE classes still be allowed to double up with potentially 50+ kids?

 
29. Initial information stated Encore classes would take place. What is the plan for reducing 

risk during activities such as music and PE?  
30.How will libraries function this year? Will there be new restrictions on student use of 

libraries and maker spaces?  
31. What are recess and physical activity going to look like in general with social distancing?

 
32. Has any thought been given to increasing time spent outdoors, whether through recess, PE, 

outdoor class instruction, lunch, etc? It seems that spread is much less likely outdoors, so 

the more time spent there, the better. (not to mention the other benefits)  

33. Will children be allowed to use the playground for recess?  

34.Has there been any consideration of making smaller pods of classes?  

35. Will class sizes be reduced for on-site teachers?  
36. Will any controls be put in place to reduce student transitions and mixing, such as teachers 

moving classrooms in middle school instead of students moving?  
 

TRANSPORTATION & THE SCHOOL DAY 
1. Will bus transportation be provided?  Will students wear face-coverings or masks on buses? 
2. Will students still have the opportunity for activities such as art, PE, music, and library? 
3. Will my elementary student have recess? 
4. Will classrooms be arranged differently? 
5. Will students attend every day? Or will an alternate schedule be utilized? 
6. What about extracurricular activities and sports in the fall? 
7. What about programs and large group gatherings? 
8. Where will students eat breakfast and lunch? 
9. May visitors come for lunch? 
10. May volunteers come to school to help? 
11. Will food be provided to students who are learning at home? 

 

ARKANSAS ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION 
1. Our children participate in FPS athletic programs. If we choose the online option for our 

children, will they be able to participate in school athletic programs?  



 

 

 

 

 

2. I am concerned about the AAA activity requirements. I found the FHS marching band 

schedule, which shows many football games and other activities throughout the year.  

3. Will sports games have fans in attendance this year?  
 

GENERAL BACK TO SCHOOL INFORMATION 
Q:  What is the first day of school for students?  
A:  The first day of school is Monday, August 24, 2020.   
 
Return to top 

 
Q:  What are the arrival and dismissal times for the coming year? 
A:  The starting and dismissal times for our schools are as follows: 

● Elementary Schools (except Owl Creek): 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. 
● Owl Creek Elementary School: 7:40 a.m. and 2:45 p.m. 
● Holt Middle School: 7:40 a.m. and 2:45 p.m. 
● McNair Middle School: 7:40 a.m. and 2:45 p.m. 
● Owl Creek Middle School: 7:40 a.m. and 2:45 p.m. 
● Ramay Jr. High School: 8:25 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. 
● Woodland Jr. High School: 8:25 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. 
● Fayetteville High School: (Zero Hour) 7:15 a.m. and 2:15 p.m. 
● Fayetteville High School: 8:50 a.m. and 3:50 p.m. 
● ALLPS: 8:20 a.m. and 3:15 p.m. 
● Fayetteville Virtual Academy: Please visit fva.fayar.net for school hours. 

 
Return to top 

 
Q:  If our family travels in August, will my child be able to return to school immediately or must 
he/she quarantine for 14 days? 
A:  Students and staff members will be asked to answer the Arkansas Department of Health screening 
questions each day.  If the answers to all questions are No, then the student may attend school that 
day. The questions are: 

● Have you had an unexplained cough, difficulty breathing, sore throat, or loss of taste or smell? 
● Have you been in close contact with an infected person (COVID-19) within the previous 14 days? 
● Have you had a fever of 100.4 or higher within the last 48 hours? 

 
Return to top 

 
Q:  Will all open houses be called off?  
A:  The district made the decision to hold Open Houses virtually.  Additional details will be provided by 
the building principal before school begins. 
 
Return to top 

 
 

OPTIONS FOR LEARNING IN 2020-2021  
Q:  How will you fill any gaps in learning for my child from the previous school year? 
A:  Fayetteville Public Schools teachers develop lessons and units that are aligned to the Arkansas 
Academic Standards.  These Standards describe what students must know and be able to do in each 

https://fva.fayar.net/
http://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/divisions/learning-services/curriculum-and-instruction
http://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/divisions/learning-services/curriculum-and-instruction


 

 

 

 

 

 

academic content area.  Teacher teams communicate with teachers from the previous grade level to 
determine key skills and learning targets that were not taught in the spring of 2020. 
 
The Arkansas Division of Elementary and Secondary Education has worked with Arkansas teachers to 
create The Arkansas Playbook.  The playbook highlights unit plans, state standards, and tools to 
support teachers as they plan for the 2020-2021 school year. 
 
Return to top 

 
Q:  How will teachers assess student skills? 
A:  Fayetteville Public Schools teachers will assess student skills to determine readiness levels. 
Teachers will focus on student strengths and develop lessons to meet the needs of each learner.  One 
assessment is NWEA MAP, a computer-adaptive test.  Teachers will use assessments such as the 
NWEA MAP to identify possible gaps caused by the school closings last year.   
 
Return to top 

 
Q:  What are my child’s options for learning in 2020-2021?   
 
A:  Click here to view the FPS K -12 Options for Learning Chart  
 
Return to top 

 
Q:  May my child opt-in for only one semester? 
A:  Enrollment in any option should be for a minimum of one semester.   
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Q:  Is Virtual Learning the same as Alternate Methods of Instruction (AMI)? 
A:  No. Virtual learning is different from the AMI assignments that students had in the spring.  Students 
will be provided with instruction in grade level content and directions for virtual learning.  Google 
Classroom, interactive games, and online resources will be provided, along with instruction from a 
licensed Fayetteville Public Schools teacher. Small group, whole group, and individual work will be part 
of the virtual platform. 
 
If families select virtual learning for their child, each student will be provided with a class schedule and 
device to complete their assignments and group activities.   
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Q:  What instruction/assistance will the district offer parents who opt for virtual learning? 
A:  Teachers of record will be assigned to students to assist them with their learning needs through the 
academic year.  Parents will be provided with ongoing assistance,  to help their child with virtual 
learning at home learning through FAQ documents and training opportunities. 
 
Return to top 

 
Q:  Will paper packets still be available for virtual learners?  
A:  No.  Paper packets will only be available for students with specific Individualized Education Plan 
(IEP) accommodations. 

http://dese.ade.arkansas.gov/divisions/special-projects/statewide-playbook
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/784754/FPS_Options_for_Learning_Chart.pdf
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Q:  Is there a cost associated with virtual learning? 
A:  No. There is no cost associated with virtual learning.  Fayetteville Public Schools will provide each 
student with a device such as a Chromebook, online resources, a licensed teacher, and resources 
aligned to the Arkansas Academic Standards. Families who opt for virtual learning should plan to have 
Wi-Fi available. 
 
Return to top 

 
Q:  Is it possible to switch from Traditional/Blended Learning to Virtual Learning if we realize there 
is just too much stress? 
A:  Requests to switch from one instructional model to another will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Return to top 

 
Q:  If Covid is under control and we want to return to traditional learning after winter break, will 
they be able to attend their home campus? 
A:  Yes, students will be allowed to return to traditional learning and FPS will make every attempt to 
place the student at their home campus.  
 
Return to top 

 
Q:  What about technology needs? 
A:  Devices will be available for students to check out from Fayetteville Public Schools. Families will 
need Wi-Fi access that allows for multiple users. 
 
Return to top 

 
 
Q:  What about Wi-Fi access? 
A:  Families may use any of the external FPS building access points.  They may use the City of 
Fayetteville Wifi access points.  In the fall, there will be Wi-Fi access points provided on five buses in the 
City of Fayetteville.  Families may also contact service providers to subscribe to discounted rates for 
home connectivity. 
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Q:  Will grading remain the same? 
A:  Student work shall be graded according to FPS board policy.  Grade-level standards shall be taught 
and assessed by the student’s teacher. The grading policy will be followed for each learning 
environment. 
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Q:  Is my child’s spot guaranteed in his/her assigned school if we opt for virtual learning and 
switch at semester? 
A:  FPS will make every attempt to place the student at their home campus.The student will be 
assigned to a traditional school where space is available. 

https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/454575/5.55_-_GRADING.pdf
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Q:  When we choose an option for learning on the parent survey by July 19th, but change our 
minds by early August, can we make a different decision in August? 

● We are asking all families to make their request by July 19th for the upcoming school year to 
allow the district to hire and place teachers in their necessary teaching position assignments for 
the semester.   

● Applications for Fayetteville Virtual Academy (option 3) are taken throughout the year. This does 
not guarantee that there will be a spot available. 

 
Return to top 

 
Q:  When we choose an option for learning on the parent survey by July 19th, but a medical 
emergency occurs, are we allowed to change to Virtual, or vice-versa? 

● Yes, on a case-by-case basis, emergency exceptions will be considered to honor the medical 
needs of children. 

● Applications for Fayetteville Virtual Academy (option 3) are taken throughout the year. This does 
not guarantee that there will be a spot available. 

 
Return to top 

 
Q:  If Covid-19 positive cases increase greatly and schools close, will parents have the option to 
keep kids at home to attend online class?  
A:  If COVID-19 medical concerns arise, FPS will follow ADH guidance for changes in the schedule 
which may include transitioning to virtual learning at home. 
 
Return to top 

 
Q:  What are the differences between Virtual School (Learning) and Fayetteville Virtual Academy? 
A:  Please see K-12 Grade Students 2020-2021 Options for Learning for a comparison of the learning 
options. 
 
Return to top 

 
Q:  Is the virtual option essentially having your child attend Fayetteville Virtual Academy?  
A:  There are three options available for families to choose from to determine the best option for their 
child.  Fayetteville Virtual Academy is a long-term placement option that may be the right fit for some 
families. Please see K-12 Grade Students 2020-2021 Options for Learning for a comparison of the 
learning options. 
 
Return to top 

 
Q:  How will standardized testing be handled with virtual education? 
A:  The district has not received guidance on testing from the Arkansas Department of Education.  This 
information will be shared as soon as we are made aware of the options for students. 
 
Return to top 

 

https://5il.co/hy2f
https://5il.co/hy2f


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q:  We have an out of district transfer from Farmington. If we were to choose the virtual option for 
the fall of 2020, does that jeopardize that agreement as long as we continue to live at the same 
address, which is usually the case? 
A:  No, the out of district transfer would remain in place and would apply to any of the three options 
the family selects.  If you have an approved transfer, you may opt for any of the instructional options 
outlined in the K-12 Grade Students 2020-2021 Options for Learning. 
 
Return to top 

 
Q:  What about electives that may not be offered currently by FVA?  How can I take the elective 
classes that I signed up for? 
A:  Schedules may have to be modified based on the number of students that enroll in any particular 
course 
 
Return to top

 
 
 
Q:  Will all classes at FHS  be offered as part of the virtual learning? My daughter will be a junior 
and just wants to know that everything she has worked with her counselors previously to take 
this year will be available virtually. 
A:  FPS will strive to offer as many courses as possible each semester.  Courses will be determined 
based on the number of students who enroll in each course and availability of  staff.  
 
Return to top 

 
Q:  For older students, how will electives work? For example, band or film. If students choose 
virtual, can they keep those classes? How would they be taught? 
A:  FPS will strive to offer as many courses as possible each semester.  Courses will be determined 
based on the number of students who enroll in each course and availability of staff.  Courses such as 
band or film would transition to virtual offerings if the enrollment numbers support offering the course 
online. 
 
Return to top 

 
Q:  For the high school, what about classes that have classes that have labs?  
A:  Students can be taught in a science lab or virtually.  Technology has provided new opportunities for 
students to learn in a virtual or online lab.  Some of the labs at school may need to be converted to 
virtual labs this year, due to social distancing guidelines, students touching the same equipment, and 
hands-on learning. 
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Q:  For Jr. High School, how does virtual learning affect electives such as track and choir? 

● Depending on the number of students who attend virtually and the number of students 
interested in specific courses, some courses may not be available virtually. 

● Participation in some activities may require attendance on campus. 
Return to top 

 
Q:  Will the virtual and in-person curriculums and assessments (homework, exams, finals) be 
equivalent? At all school levels (middle, jr high, high)? For example, will a virtual Algebra 2 student 

https://5il.co/hy2f


 

 

 

 

 

be completing an identical curriculum at the same pace as an in-person/blended Algebra 2 
student? 
A:  Students who access the traditional/blended option (option 1) and students who access the virtual 
at home school option (option 2) will have access to the Fayetteville Public School System’s 
curriculum. While instructional choices may differ, the same standards will be taught and assessed. 
Students who access FVA (option 3) will utilize FVA’s curriculum and platform.  
 
Return to top 

 

STUDENT SUPPORT 
Q:  How will the district accommodate students with special needs?  Students with weakened 
immune systems? 
A:  Students with special needs or weakened immune systems will be accommodated through both 
traditional/blended and virtual instruction. If parents have concerns about their child, who may be at 
high-risk because of COVID-19, they may explore the virtual learning option to allow their child to 
continue their education offsite. 
 
Return to top

Q:  How will the district support English learners? 
A:  Language support to help English learners participate meaningfully in learning experiences will be 
provided. English language development classes will be offered at students’ proficiency levels in 
traditional/blended and virtual settings. Both oral and written communication will be provided in 
languages other than English to ensure meaningful communication with parents/guardians. 
 
Return to top

Q:  How will the Social Emotional Learning (SEL) needs of our students be addressed? 
A:  Our partners at Ozark Guidance Center (OGC)  will help teachers address specific SEL needs of their 
students due to COVID-19.  SEL tools and sites are available to parents to help them understand the 
needs of their child.  Counselors will be available to support students, families, and teachers. 
 
Return to top

Q:  How will the district serve students who have special needs (Special Education, 504, Dyslexia, 
etc)? 
A:  In the event of a school closure, students will participate in live instruction with scheduled ZOOM 
video conferencing sessions. FPS Special Services will work with families to meet the needs of their 
students.  More information will be available in the upcoming days. 

Return to top 
 

Q:  How is the district planning to work with ALL students on social emotional issues that may be 
facing students due to lack of socialization and school closing? 
A:  All schools incorporate a social-emotional curriculum (Choose Love or Habitudes) into their daily instruction. The 
district will provide training for all licensed staff with Ozark Guidance on the “Classroom After Covid.” 
 
Return to top 

 
Q:  Will speech therapy continue to be delivered through teletherapy to virtual students? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

A:  Speech services will be provided to students per their IEP.  A separate programming conference may need to be 
held in order to ensure the virtual piece.  Speech teachers will be in touch with students whose families choose the 
virtual option. 
Q:  My son has speech and physical therapy - how does this affect him? 
A:  Physical therapy is challenging via teletherapy.  Students may have the opportunity to go to their building for their 
therapy. 
 
Q:  Will the Barton Reading intervention program be delivered to virtual students? 
A:  Services for students with markers for dyslexia will be provided to students. 
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Q:  My child was receiving reading intervention through the Take Flight program. If we choose the 
virtual route would she still be able to get this intervention? 
A:  Services for students with markers for dyslexia will be provided to students. 
 
Return to top 

 
 
Q:  Our child is Gifted and Talented. Will GT instruction be included in the virtual instruction 
option? 
A:  Yes, GT instruction will be included in the virtual home campus learning model.   
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Q:  Will there be any GT options for those students who are currently in GT? What about for 
students who are not currently in GT? If there is no GT, will my child be placed back in GT when 
they return to traditional learning? 
A:  GT instruction and services will continue for current GT students.  There will be no changes in 
placement whether the student is in the traditional/blended model or the virtual home campus 
learning model. 
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Q:  My child was supposed to be tested for GT in Spring 2020, and I was informed that will now 
occur in fall 2020. If we choose the virtual option, will she still be given the opportunity for GT 
placement? 
A:  Yes, students will still be screened for gifted and talented placement regardless of the option they 
choose. 
 
Return to top 

 

FACE COVERINGS AND SAFETY 
Q:  Will all Fayetteville Public Schools students wear a face-covering or mask each day to school? 
A:  The Fayetteville Board of Education has proposed a new district policy requiring all K-12 students 
and all FPS staff members to wear a face mask covering the nose or mouth when attending school or a 
school function.  The board will vote on this policy on Thursday, July 16, 2020.  Comments regarding the 
policy may be made here.   Please see the proposed policy below: 
 
PROPOSED POLICY 1.19 ON WEARING MASKS AND FACE COVERINGS  
The Board of Directors is mindful of the evolving need for emergency measures to respond to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. In consideration of the recommendations issued by the Centers for Disease 

http://fayettevillear.apptegy.us/o/fps/page/proposed-new-revised-board-policies


Control and Prevention, the Arkansas Department of Health, and the Arkansas Division of Elementary 
and Secondary Education, the Board is adopting this emergency policy for all students, employees and 
visitors of Fayetteville Public Schools.  
 
STUDENTS  
Until further action of the Board, all students in kindergarten through the 12th grade shall be required 
to wear a mask or face covering (a) while attending school or a school function in any school building, 
facility or other area of a school campus, and (b) when riding in school-provided transportation. All 
masks and face coverings must cover the nose and mouth of the student. This policy applies to 
students waiting outside school buildings before and after school, and to students waiting at bus stops. 
Students shall wear masks and face coverings at all times except for the following:  
 

● Students may remove masks and face coverings for eating or drinking;  
● Students may remove masks and face coverings when appropriate social distancing measures 

are in place as determined by a teacher or school administrator;  
● Students may be exempted from this policy by the school principal due to a documented 

medical condition of the student;  
● Students may remove masks and face coverings on a case-by-case basis for specific instructional 

needs and other activities, as determined by a teacher, in which case the teacher will utilize 
appropriate social distancing measures; or  

● Students may be exempted from this policy due to special behavioral or individualized needs as 
determined by the Director of Special Services or the Director of Student Services.  

Students who refuse to wear a mask or face covering at school or at a school function under this policy 
shall be required to leave the school campus consistent with Board Policy 5.25 on student dress.  
Students who refuse to wear a mask or face covering on a school bus shall be subject to Board Policy 
5.19 on student conduct while riding a bus.  
 
EMPLOYEES  
Until further action of the Board, all employees of Fayetteville Public Schools shall be required to wear a 
mask or face covering while working or attending a school function in any school building, facility or 
other area of a school campus. All masks and face coverings must cover the nose and mouth of the 
employee. Employees shall wear masks and face coverings at all times except for the following: 

● Employees may remove masks and face coverings for eating and drinking;  
● Employees may remove masks and face coverings when appropriate social distancing measures 

are in place;  
● Employees may be exempted from this policy by the school principal or the Superintendent of 

Schools due to a documented medical condition of the employee; or 
● Employees may remove masks and face coverings on a case-by-case basis for specific 

instructional needs and other activities, as determined by a teacher, in which case the teacher 
will utilize appropriate social distancing measures.  

 
Employees who refuse to wear a mask or face covering at school or at a school function under this 
policy shall be subject to Board Policy 4119 and state laws regarding the evaluation of employee 
contracts.  
 
VISITORS  
Until further action of the Board, all visitors to Fayetteville Public Schools shall be required to wear a 
mask or face covering while present in any school building, facility or other area of a school campus. 
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Q:  Will all Fayetteville Public Schools teachers and staff members wear a face-covering or mask 
each day to school? 
A:  The district is recommending for school board approval that all FPS staff members and teachers be 
required to wear a face-covering or mask that covers the nose and mouth while at school.  Teachers 
and staff members would be allowed to remove face-coverings or masks when eating or drinking. 
Teachers and staff may be able to remove face-coverings or masks when social distancing measures 
are in place. There may be accommodations  (such as clear face shields) made for teachers and staff 
members whose lips and face must be seen for therapy or other instructional purposes. This proposed 
policy will be considered by the board at a special meeting of the board within the next week. 
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Q:  Do parents/guardians supply masks for students or will the district supply one? 
A:  Parents/guardians should provide face coverings for their child(ren).  
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Q:  Will students and adults be screened daily for COVID-19? 
A:  Yes.  We ask all students and staff to self screen by answering the Arkansas Department of Health 
screening questions each day prior to reporting to school. The questions are: 

● Have you had an unexplained cough, difficulty breathing, sore throat, or loss of taste or smell? 
● Have you been in close contact with an infected person (COVID-19) within the previous 14 days? 
● Have you had a fever of 100.4 or higher within the last 48 hours? 
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Q:  If a student arrives at school sick, what happens? 
A:  Students who are ill, not feeling well, or have a fever should be kept home from school.  If a child 
becomes ill while at school, the typical health protocols will be followed to ensure the safety of children 
and employees.  School personnel shall contact a parent/guardian to request that they pick up their 
child from school.  
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Q:  How will handwashing be implemented for students? 
A:  Elementary and middle school students will have scheduled time to wash their hands throughout 
the day.  Staff members will be encouraged to wash their hands often throughout the day.    Junior 
high and high school students will be encouraged to wash their hands, and hand sanitizer will be 
provided at entry to each classroom. 
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Q:  What about cleaning and sanitizing?  How will FPS provide a safe, sanitized environment? 

● The FPS custodial department will follow all CDC and ADH recommended cleaning, sanitizing, 
and disinfecting guidelines for school facilities.  

● Surfaces frequently touched by multiple people will be cleaned and disinfected multiple times 
daily.  
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Q:  Will Fayetteville Public School facilities be available for rent or use during the Arkansas Public 
Health Emergency for COVID-19? 
A:  No.  Fayetteville Public School Facilities will not be available for use or rent during the Arkansas 
Public Health Emergency for COVID-19. 
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Q:  Will there be COVID-19 testing requirements for students and staff prior to the beginning of 
school? Will there be COVID-19 testing throughout the school year? 
A:  Students and staff members will be required to self-screen using the CDC protocol prior to riding 
the school bus or coming on campus.  
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Q:  Will the Covid-19 blood tests, nasal test, or mouth swab tests be offered in each 
building/district for students and staff needing quick and timely results?  
A:  Students and staff members who need COVID-19 testing will need to contact their family health 
care provider. 
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Q:  Will my daughter with severe autism be expected to wear a mask in school? 
A:  There may be exceptions for students and staff members who may not be able to wear a mask 
according to Board Policy. 
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Q:  What is the plan for those who do not wish to wear masks, have sensory difficulties/special 
needs? How will he/she be treated when he does not respond to a staff member because he is 
afraid to talk in the mask? 

● Students and staff will be required to wear masks that cover the nose and mouth according to 
Board Policy. 

● There may be exceptions for those who need special accommodations according to Board 
Policy. 
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Q:  Will there be breaks for my special needs child who is afraid of the mask and gets high anxiety 
but I cannot keep home due to work?  
A:  Accommodations will be made for students who need specific needs according to the 504 Plan and 
IEP. 
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Q:  Are the teachers (or any visitors) required to wear masks when close to students? Are the 
students required to wear masks? Will kindergarten students be able to wear masks all day?  

http://fayettevillear.apptegy.us/o/fps/page/proposed-new-revised-board-policies
http://fayettevillear.apptegy.us/o/fps/page/proposed-new-revised-board-policies


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A:  Visitors are not being allowed into FPS schools at this time unless required.  Each person will be 
required to wear a mask while on campus.  Kindergarten students will be required to wear a mask 
according to Board Policy.    
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Q:  If a student is exposed to COVID at school due to the student taking their mask on and off 
during the day, is the teacher responsible for this? Would families be allowed to sue? 
A:  No teachers or other staff members will be liable for another individual contracting a virus at school. 
District employees are granted statutory tort immunity from any lawsuit for damages. District 
employees are also immune from suit by the emergency orders of the Governor of Arkansas. 
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Q:  Who is ensuring students have access to a clean mask each day? There are families that can 
not afford masks or can not wash masks every day. 
A:  A mask will need to be viewed as another article of clothing.  Parents or guardians will need to 
provide their child with a mask.  We encourage families to purchase masks that can be laundered each 
day for their child to wear similar to shirts or pants to school. 
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Q:  Will teachers be given sufficient cleaning supplies in order to keep classrooms safe?  
A:  Yes. Each classroom will have hand sanitizer and alcohol wipes available. Custodians will have cleaning supplies 
appropriately rated to clean and disinfect facilities. 
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Q:  How frequently will the desks be cleaned if the students are rotating through several classes in 
one day? 
A:  Desks will be cleaned at the end of the day when students dismiss.  Custodians will also move 
through the building to clean high frequency touch areas throughout the day. 
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Q:  Are drinking fountains in elementary schools safe? 
A:  Water fountains in all schools will not be available for use.  Students are encouraged to bring a 
water bottle from home. 
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Q:  Will students sit shoulder to shoulder, as in previous years, in the cafeteria after removing their 
masks?  
A:  Students will be separated in the cafeteria as feasible; this will be dependent on the size of the 
cafeteria and the number of students. 
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Q:  Will procedures be in place to help our young kids with taking off their masks, keeping track 
of the masks while they eat, not getting food on the masks, and then putting them back on after 
lunch? 

http://fayettevillear.apptegy.us/o/fps/page/proposed-new-revised-board-policies


 

 

 

 

 

 

A:  Yes, parents are encouraged to help their child this summer learn how to put on and safely take off 
their mask including the importance of not touching their mask throughout the day.  Parents should 
help their child with a plan for keeping up with their mask while at school and wearing it through the 
instructional day.  Teachers will also emphasize this in their classroom. 
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Q:  How are you taking precautions at lunchtime? One hundred kids in a small cafeteria with no 
masks eating and talking sounds like a spreader event. 
A:  Social distancing will be followed as feasible with students in the cafeteria.  It will be important for 
parents to help their child know they will be in charge of disposing of their own trash and cleaning up 
their area to help the teacher. 
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Q:  Will hand sanitizer be available for students to use during the day? 
A:  Hand sanitizer will be available for use in every class.  Parents are also encouraged to send their 
prefered brand for their child to use. 
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Q:  Will PPE (masks, hand sanitizer, Lysol wipes) be provided for classrooms?   
A:  Hand sanitizer and alcohol wipes will be available for use in every class. Fayetteville Public Schools 
has a policy requiring all students and staff members to wear a mask.  Parents will need to purchase a 
mask for their child to wear. 
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Q:  Will classes be self-contained during lunch, recess, etc in order to limit exposure between 
groups?  
A:  Schedules will be modified as feasible to accommodate lunch and recess while practicing social 
distancing. 
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Q:  Have you considered having the options of breakfast or lunch outside the school? Will parents 
be allowed to pick students up for lunch and then drop them off when the afternoon classes 
start?  

● Classes will alternate between lunch in the cafeteria and lunch in the classroom to reduce the 
number of students in the cafeteria. 

● At this time, parents are discouraged from visiting during lunch time or checking their child out 
during the school day to avoid additional exposure.  
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Q:  How will students with food allergies be kept safe if eating in the classroom?   
A:  Students with food allergies should have a plan on file with the school, along with a plan to 
accommodate the allergy at all times.  
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Q:  How will encore classes work for elementary kids? Will they still go to the gym, art room, 
music room, library? Will PE classes still be allowed to double up with potentially 50+ kids? 
A:  Elementary students will participate in encore classes.  Every effort will be made to limit transitions 
when applicable.  PE will be conducted outdoors every day that weather permits.  On days where 
students cannot go outside, arrangements will be made to distance as much as possible.  
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Q:  Initial information stated Encore classes would take place. What is the plan for reducing risk 
during activities such as music and PE? 
A:  Music classes will take place outside when students will be singing.  The district has an excellent 
program with materials that were adopted for music which ensures standards are taught and students 
have access to the curriculum.  PE will take place outside as often as possible and when inside PE 
teachers will plan lessons and activities that cover standards without student to student contact and 
minimal sharing of equipment.  When equipment is used, it will be disinfected after each class.  
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Q:  How will libraries function this year? Will there be new restrictions on student use of libraries 
and maker spaces? I work in a junior high library, so I am specifically asking about that level. 
A:  Staff will be expected to maintain social distancing when possible.  Maker spaces will be limited and 
cleaned between classes.  
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Q:  What are recess and physical activity going to look like in general with social distancing? 
A:  Recess and physical activity will be sectioned off by class so that students stay with the same group 
as much as possible. 
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Q:  Has any thought been given to increasing time spent outdoors, whether through recess, PE, 
outdoor class instruction, lunch, etc? It seems that spread is much less likely outdoors, so the 
more time spent there, the better. (not to mention the other benefits) 
A:  Teachers will be encouraged to use outdoor space as much as possible when they are able. 
FPS teachers will be encouraged to have classes outdoors when possible, as weather, type of 
instruction/activity, and space allow.   
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Q:  Will children be allowed to use the playground for recess? 
A:  At this time, playground equipment will be off limits.  However, creative free play will be 
encouraged. 
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Q:  Has there been any consideration of making smaller pods of classes?  
A:  The current facilities have a fixed number of classrooms.  FPS is working to remove as many items 
from the classroom as possible to allow teachers to space out desks for the room that is available. 
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Q:  Will class sizes be reduced for on-site teachers? 
A:  The class size depends on the numbers of students who opt for the traditional/blended instructional 
model or the virtual learning model. 
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Q:  Will any controls be put in place to reduce student transitions and mixing, such as teachers 
moving classrooms in middle school instead of students moving?  
A:  Each building staff will work collaboratively to establish plans for transitions that limit exposure for 
students and staff. 
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TRANSPORTATION & THE SCHOOL DAY 
Q:  Will bus transportation be provided?  Will students wear face-coverings or masks on buses? 
A:  Yes. Bus transportation will be provided for all traditional students attending on site instruction at 
an FPS assigned school. Bus drivers and students will be required to wear a face-covering or mask 
covering nose and mouth as required by board policy.   
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Q:  Will students still have the opportunity for activities such as art, PE, music, and library? 
A:  Yes, the district is developing plans for all students, both traditional/blended learners and virtual 
learners,  will be able to experience these activities. 
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Q:  Will my elementary student have recess? 
A:  Yes 
 
Return to top 

 
Q:  Will classrooms be arranged differently? 
A:  Teachers have been encouraged to clean out their classrooms and take home personal belongings 
to create as much space as possible in classrooms to separate desks as much as feasible. 
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Q:  Will students attend every day? Or will an alternate schedule be utilized? 
A:  Yes, students will attend every academic calendar day.  The attendance location may vary from 
traditional face-to-face instruction to virtual instruction depending on requirements or regulations at 
that time.   
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Q:  What about extracurricular activities and sports in the fall? 
A:  Activities will follow the AAA activity requirements for the fall and spring seasons. 
 

http://fayettevillear.apptegy.us/o/fps/page/district-calendars--31
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Q:  What about programs and large group gatherings? 
A:  These activities will be paused until further direction from the CDC changes on large group 
gatherings. 
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Q:  Where will students eat breakfast and lunch? 
A:  Students will eat in the cafeteria as allowed.   
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Q:  May visitors come for lunch? 
A: At this time, no visitors are allowed to come for lunch at school.   
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Q:  May volunteers come to school to help? 
A:  At this time, we ask volunteers to wait from entering the school. 
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Q:  Will food be provided to students who are learning at home? 
A:  After we determine the number of students attending virtually, we will make the appropriate 
arrangements for families who desire to pick up breakfast and lunch meals for their child(ren) learning 
virtually at home. 
 
Return to top 

 

ARKANSAS ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION 
Q:  Our children participate in FPS athletic programs. If we choose the online option for our 
children, will they be able to participate in school athletic programs? 
A:  Yes. FPS will follow requirements from the Arkansas Activities Association (AAA) who will determine 
what and when specific activities are permissible. AAA information related to COVID-19 is available  
here. 
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Q:  I am concerned about the AAA activity requirements. I found the FHS marching band schedule, 
which shows many football games and other activities throughout the year. 
A:  The Arkansas Activities Association (AAA) will determine which sanctioned activities will be allowed 
to occur and which will not. AAA information related to COVID-19 is available  here. 
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Q:  Will sports games have fans in attendance this year?  
A:  Arkansas Activities Association (AAA) will determine which, if any, spectators are allowed to attend 
AAA sanctioned activities. AAA information related to COVID-19 is available  here. 

https://www.aractivities.org/covid19
https://www.aractivities.org/covid19
https://www.aractivities.org/covid19
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