
January 28, 2021 
 
A Message from the Parents of the Players…#ONETEAM 
 
As a collective voice, those who have signed below would like to take a moment and address three main concerns 
that have been raised in various public forums in connection with our daughters’ basketball coach, Kimberly Jenkins. 
As a united group of parents and a voice for our players, we are disappointed in the use of multiple forms of media 
to cast our daughters, their coach and their school program incorrectly. We are determined to set the record straight 
and to show our unified support for Coach Kimberly Jenkins, her assistants and the women’s basketball program.  
 
Concern 1:  Addressing the receipt of a letter by all parents regarding the team status of an individual player. 
 
As a group of parents, we can attest that at no time was a letter shared, sent or delivered from Coach Jenkins 
regarding any player other than our own.  Communication regarding discipline, team expectations, and other topics 
pertaining to team membership have only been delivered to an individual player’s parent(s), the individual player, 
and copied to school administration when applicable.  
 
Concern 2:  Addressing the expectation of all players to adhere to a natural hair color requirement for members of 
the basketball team.  
 
Explained to us by our daughters, Coach Jenkins had over multiple seasons and occasions reminded the players of 
the expectation of adhering to appearance guidelines as members of their basketball team.  This type of uniformity 
requirement for players is not uncommon or unheard of for many sports teams, as they most often represent a 
larger collective such as a school, business or local community.   Specifically stated to the entire team as well as to 
3 different players individually, was the set expectation to stay true to typical natural hair colors (brown, black, 
auburn, blonde).  At no time, stated, implied or written was this understood to include hair extensions, braids, 
specific styles, etc. but targeted at atypical coloring for hair (pink, purple, blue, green) that could draw attention 
towards an individual and away from the team.  No references or inferences were implied or spoken by Coach 
Jenkins regarding requiring change in types of hair related to race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation etc.. 
 
Concern 3:  Addressing the comment made to a player referring to caramel.  
 
Explained to us by our daughters, Coach Jenkins and other coaches often will use sayings, quotes, or provide 
motivations to us (players) to try different techniques, or change up our stance about a specific skill.  In this 
instance, the use of the word caramel was to encourage a player to add a “little extra” to their effort and technique to 
expand past the ordinary and expected.  Consistently Coach Jenkins references food items such as sprinkles, 
whipped cream, cherries etc. for the entire time to connect a visual example to foster improvement and a different 
lens of looking at specific tasks.  
 
We the undersigned parents fully support Coach Kimberly Jenkins.  Her actions in coaching our daughters to 
improve their basketball and life skills are second to none. We back her, the program, and will strive to correct any 
statements that we believe to be inaccurate.  
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